AMERICAN IDIOMS:
CAT EXPRESSIONS & PETS
TRAVEL CONVERSATION
SEMESTER 3, LESSON 022

TABLE TOPIC
Choose and discuss one of these interesting table topic
questions in order to get warmed up for the lesson!

Table Topic:
Have you ever had a pet you were
close to? Tell us more.
Hypothetical Table Topic:
Imagine you are going to buy a very
rare and exotic pet. What animal
would you choose and why?
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CAT EXPRESSIONS
Read and practice this useful idiom.
It's great to use with this topic!

look what the cat dragged in - cats are known for bringing dead
mice/rats/birds and other vermin they may have found or killed into
their owner's home. Upon meeting someone who is disliked, by using this
phrase you imply that they are the vermin mentioned above.
Well, well, well! Look what the cat dragged in! Everybody welcome
Hal's x-girlfriend to the party.
catfight - (also girl fight) is a term for a fight between two women, often
characterized as involving scratching, slapping, hair-pulling, and shirtshredding
Hair-pulling is probably more common in catfights because women
typically have longer hair.
cool cat - a fashionable or cool person
I only hang out with other cool cats like myself.
catnap - a short sleep
Yeah! Let's go clubbing tonight. But first, let me sneak in a quick catnap.
cat burglar - a thief who enters and leaves a building by climbing up
walls to an upper window, door, etc; especially a skillful one
How did they break into the 5th floor? They must have been a cat
burglar.
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CAT EXPRESSSIONS (2)

Read and practice the vocabulary below.
fat cat - someone who has a lot of money, especially someone in charge
of a company who has the power to increase their own pay
That politician is one big fat cat.
scaredy-cat - someone, especially a child, who is easily frightened
Let's go dancing at the new club. Don't be a scaredy cat!
let the cat out of the bag - to allow a secret to be known, usually without
intending or meaning to
I already knew Steve and Maggie were going to get married. Mark let
the cat out of the bag.
cat got your tongue - something you say to someone when you are
annoyed or joking around because they will not speak
Do you like me or not? What's the matter? Cat got your tongue?
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GUIDED
CONVERSATION
Use these questions as a guide for conversation. Splitting into
small groups for conversation is advisable. The teacher will
inquire to see what the students have learned
post-conversation.

Are you a fat cat? Can you introduce me to one?
What? Cat got your tongue?
Have you ever accidentally let the cat out the
bag? Tell us more.
Were you a cool cat in high school or college?
Do you know any cool cats? Tell me more.
How often do you take catnaps?
Have you ever been a situation where you could
have used the expression 'look what the cat
dragged in'?
Have you or someone you know ever been robbed
by a cat burglar?
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ACTIVITY
Use this activity to practice the vocabulary and idioms you
have learned so far!

Who Am I Game
The teacher will hand-out post-its.
Students should write down something
related to the topic (animals/pets) that
everyone knows for the person to the left
without letting that person see what is
written. The post-it should be placed on
their forehead. That person must ask yes
or no questions in order to guess what is
on their post-it. 'Yes' answers will result
in another turn, no answers will result in
the next player's turn. The first person to
guess what is on their post-it wins.
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HOMEWORK
Homework! Daily practice is essential
for language learning.
1 MINUTE PRESENTATION/SPEECH

Are you a scaredy cat? Talk about a fear
that you've overcome or would like to
overcome. Give a 1 minute speech
presenting it (After the student is
through, the teacher will quiz the other
students about the speech so as to test
their listening comprehension).
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